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The Dirty  Truth  

by Isha Chowdhury 
 

The trash vortex is an area the size of Texas in 

the North Pacifi; it swirls slowly around, littered 

with dead fish, marine mammals, and birds who 

get caught in it. Plastic does not just go away; 

it stays around for a long time .  I t still affects 

animals even if it  is broken up. 
 

The trash vortex is also known as the Eastern 

Garbage Patch. Some plastics contain high toxic 

pollutants that harm sea creatures. The plastic 

stays in the ocean unless it washes to shore or 

is cleaned up by humans.  

Even after a fish or any other sea creature 

swallows or gets caught in plastic, it still is 

there after the animal dies and decomposes. 

There is so much trash it would take  a lot of 

money, time, and people to clean it up as 

much as possible.  
 

The trash vortex has a lot of trash, which goes 

into fish and other  sea creatures, then people 

eat those creatures, which, in turn , can affect 

humans too.  That is not a good thing. Every 

day someone throws trash into the ocean, 

which is what has caused ñThe Trash Vortex,ò 

and causes so much harm to the animals and 

to the environment.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Pancake on a 
stick, cheese 
stick, cereal, 
fruit  
 
Southwest 
chicken sub, 
carrot sticks, 
ruffles, fruit  

Breakfast bagel 
(sausage, egg, and 
cheese), oatmeal, 
fruit  
 
Pizza pasta, 
breadstick, green 
beans, fruit 

Biscuit and 
gravy, cereal, 
fruit  
 
 
BBQ pork loin, 
loaded mashed 
potatoes, dinner 
roll, fruit  
 

Breakfast 
scramble, toast, 
cereal, fruit  
 
Chicken 
taquitos, 
Spanish rice, 
beans, chips & 
salsa, fruit 

Oatmeal with 
toppings bar, 
cereal, fruit  
 
Stromboli, 
marinara, garden 
salad, fruit  
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Last  Week in Band.  

by Randi Jo Hammock 
 

Last week, in band, all band students received a 

new piece of music and the Drumright Honor Band 

received two new pieces of music.  The piece that 

the entire band has been working on is called 

ñKnights of Destiny.ò  Already, we are almost able 

to run through the entire piece. Last Thursday we 

had our very first concert band rehearsal and it 

went great. We also had a band booster meeting.  

I f you have questions for the Band Booster Club, 

you can contact Cathy-Jo Kellogg, the President, 

at (918) 706-8015. The band will be playing kazoo 

band on February 9th.  Do not forget to look at the 

Kazoo Band article on page two of this issue of the 

Tornado Times. 
 

Tell us what you thinké 

For questions, comments, or concerns 

please notify us at:   
drumrighttornadotimes@gmail.com 
 
 

Your opinion matters to us!  
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Food  & Entert ainment  
Kazoo Band  

by Kory Kellogg 
 

On one day each year, either during basketball 

or football  season, the band kids invite 

elementary kids to play kazoos with them during 

a live performance. This year, that day is 

February 9th.  Elementary students can sign up 

by completing a kazoo band form.  All forms 

were sent over to the elementary school on 

Tuesday, January 23, 2018; the band also went 

over to the elementary to talk to the kids and to 

demonstrate what a kazoo is and how to play 

one.  The elementary teachers will be sending 

these forms home with the  students soon, so 

their parents can get information , and they can 

sign their child up to play.  On the day of the 

live performance, all the children that have 

signed up come to the band room. Once we 

have everyone accounted for, we hand out t-

shirts and assign groups. The groups usually 

have five to ten students. Once the groups are 

formed an older band kid is assigned to a group 

and they take the 

kids to learn the songs that 

the kids play during the live performance. After 

practice we take a break to eat , students get a 

drink, a hot dog, and some chips. After 

everyone eats and talks for a little bit they go 

right back to practicing. When it sta rts to get 

close to the time, they go to the gym or field , 

depending on which sports season we are in and 

they get ready to perform. It is recommended 

that all participant s get to the event  early 

because seating is limited and finding a seat can 

sometimes be a problem. Finally, itôs time to go 

and show what we have worked on. They go out 

on the court or field, and with the wave of Mrs. 

Lernerôs hands, they start. In the end, itôs not 

whether the kids have played good or even if 

everything runs smoothly, but the fun time we 

have with the kids while sharing school spirit 

together with the crowd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want a chance to be in the 

school newspaper?  

The Tornado Times is currently looking for 

student perspective articles.  The articles need 

to be between 100 and 250 words and describe 

your viewpoint of how school is for you.  If you 

are interested, please submit your article to 

Mrs. Haines at lhaines@drumright.k12.ok.us  for 

review . 

mailto:lhaines@drumright.k12.ok.us
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What If s? 

by Isha Chowdhury 
 

Disclaimer:  This article was created to give 

students the opportunity to think about things 

on a deeper level and is not intended to hurt 

anyoneôs feelings or cause chaos. 
 

What If we want to go to Cushing? What if you 

want to eat at McDonalds?  What if you wanted 

pizza from Whistle Stop?  You cannot have it ! 

Because you have to be back for class, you 

cannot even buy food that you can heat up in 

the microwave from the Dollar Store because 

our school does not provide a microwave for 

students. There is not enough time to go to any 

of these places if we decide to go because we 

will be late to class. Then, if we are late we get 

into trouble.  Because of this, we should have   

a longer lunch break.  We currently only get 30  

minutes for lunch; any walking place we want 

to walk to is around 15 minutes away, 

depending on how fast you walk. So your time 

for lunch is gone just with walking, not including 

the time it takes to purchase food items, and 

actually eat.   Also, not all high school students 

have cars or can drive. The only store within 

walking distance is the Dollar Store, but even 

then the options are limited.  What if you 

wanted Sonic or other food.  Too bad you 

cannot get it by walking.  We should have longer 

lunches.  Do you agree about longer lunches? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Thoughts  

by Randi Jo Hammock 
 

ñOne day or day one, you decide,ò by an unknown 

author.  I  chose to pick this quote to let people 

know to not wait on their dreams .  This is saying 

you can wait on your dreams or you can start 

working on them now ; it is your choice. What this 

means is you can start your goals today, or keep 

waiting for the right moment to start your goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courage and Honor  

Inspired by the Charge of the Light Brigade 

by Claire Gray 
 

Courage and honor are in our everyday lives 

whether itôs the little things or huge things. You 

have to have courage and honor to stand up for 

what or who you believe in. Living in todaysô 

world, some people are told what or who they 

need to be. But it all c omes down to the courage 

that you have inside you to stand up for what you 

believe in. Today there are a lot of stereo types 

about what women can and cannot do ; some 

people think that going to the army is  not a 

womanôs job, but I think everyone has the rig ht 

to be what they want to be and you need to have 

courage and honor to stand up for  your choices. 

Whenever Lord Cardigan said, ñtheirs not to make 

reply, theirs not to reason why , theirs but to do 

and die,ò I think that whenever he said those 

words he was connecting to having the courage 

and honor to keep going no matter what the 

outcome is going to be Iôm pretty sure every 

single one of those noble 600 knew they were 

walking into the valley of death , but t hey had the 

courage and honor to keep moving forward ; and, 

I hope that one day I can have that much courage 

and honor to stand up for what I believe  is right.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coded Pixel Art from  

AP Computer Science  

Created by:  Emma Miller Created by:  Jonathan Mayes 
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Elevating Leadership  

by Lacey Haines 
 

On Saturday, January 13, 2018, the Drumright 

chapter of Future Business Leaders of American 

(FBLA) traveled to the Cyntergy building in Tulsa 

to the State Fall Leadership Conference.  The 

students who attended the conf erence were:  

Steely Jones, a Junior at Drumright High School, 

Local President for FBLA, and the Oklahoma FBLA 

State President; Bayley Ross, a Junior at 

Drumright High School and Local Secretary for 

FBLA; and Michaella Howell, a Junior at Drumright 

High School and Local Historian for FBLA.  While 

at the conference, they got to hear from several 

professionals about how to be an amazing leader.  

Leaders they got to hear from were:  Andy Stanly -

Leadership Author & Communicator, Kat Cole-

Group President of FOCUS Brands, Nick Saban-

Head Football Coach at the University of Alabama, 

Dr. Henry Cloud-Leadership Expert, Clinical 

Psychologist, & Best-Selling Author, and Steve 

Wozniak-Cofounder of Apple, Inc.  Along with 

hearing from amazing leaders, they also got the 

chance to network with students, teachers, and 

professors from across the great State of 

Oklahoma.  
 

On Wednesday, January 17, 2018, Drumright 

FBLA had the honor of hosting a former graduate 

of Drumright during a local FBLA meeting.  All 

members had the chance to listen to and interact 

with a Drumright Alumni, Don Smith.  He currently 

lives in the Seattle, Washington, area and works 

for Microsoft as a Technical Art Director designing 

video games.  He shared with the students his 

process of becoming who he is today, with a 

message, just because they live in a small town 

does not limit their future; that opportunities are 

all around them, they just have to have the guts 

to try and make mistakes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty and Staff Spotlight  

Amy Hammock 
 

Known to her students as Mrs. Amy, she is a 
pre-k teacher over at the elementary .  Three 
traits that define Mrs. Amy are : mom, wife, and 
teacher.  Her personal philosophy is, ñjust 
breathe!ò  She also believes in life you have to 
pray about it , and try to turn it over to the Lord. 
She prays for patience, strength, and wisdom 
every night. Mrs. Amy graduated from Pond 
Creek-Hunter High School. She enjoys listening 
to country music and reading her books.  Her 
favorite thing to do is read. The best place Mrs. 
Amy has traveled is to Europe, but anywhere 
with family  is great. Mrs. Amy attended college 

at Oklahoma State University, ñGo Pokes!ò  Her 
biggest inspiration is her momma. True 
leadership, to Mrs. Amy, is someone who can 
make people want to work for them, n ot 
someone who has to MAKE people work for 
them. Mrs. Amy has 4 dogs, 1 cat, 8 chickens, 4 
fish, and Sammy the salamander. Something 
that might surprise you about Mrs. Amy is she 
knows how to drive a big green tractor and she 
has also separated DNA from a kernel of wheat. 
She said the thing she likes about working at 
Drumright Schools is the people she has worked 
with over the last 28 years.  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ aǊǎΦ IŀƛƴŜǎΩ тth hour Digital Media class:   

Kiley Bardy, Alexander Boudreau, Haley Chavez, Isha Chowdhury, Randi Jo Hammock, Blake Hickman, and Kory Kellogg. 


